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to tell me news, nor have I scarce voice enough to dktate if
I knew any. In short, I have the gout in five places without
reckoning subdivisions of fingers: moreover, I have a higher
fever than usual; so that if the gout does not kill me, perhaps
one of his hussars may* I had been IB. town but three
days when I was seized, and have grown much worse ever
since, yet not having had much pain, my patience is not
exhausted.

As I am no stock-jobber, I have mot calculated my own
belief about peace or war: I wait for my apothecary with
more earnestness than for the decisive courier. All factions
I suppose are as much at bay, though probably with far less
indifference. I wish the world well, and therefore desire
peace; but what have I to wish but not to suffer ? I shall
not send this away till to-morrow, that if I should have
a tolerable night, which will be my first, I may tell you so.

26th.

I have had a quiet night and very little fever to-day, and
hope my disorder has taken a favourable turn.

2374   To EABL HAKOOUBT.

MY BEST LORD,                           Berkeley Square, Nov. 28, 1782.

You are so very kind that I must obey you, though
I hold it very idle to trouble anybody with the details of
my decay. I have indeed for a little while been extremely
ill, and much worse with its fever than with the gout
itself, though I have that in five places. Philip told before
dinner that he saw I was better, for I had taken up a book,
which I had not done for six days. Thus, my dear Lord,
I have complied with your injunction, but I do not intend
to make a practice of it, for the gout is such a tiresome old
story, that it is not fit anybody should be plagued with it
and Aldermen had refused to banquet him. Thence he had
